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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
1. Applicant's election without traverse of invention II (claims 16-21) in the 
reply filed on September 6, 2007 is acknowledged. 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: Modular assembly of resin patio sections. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Greenfield (US 5,392,571). 

4. In Re claim 1 , Figures 2, 4 and 8 of Greenfield disclose an assembly of 
modular components with at least one of said components having a resin 
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construction, said construction including a top wall (16) with a projection 
downwardly (17c) from said top wall (16), said assembly further including a base 
plate (40) which secures to said projection (17) and which provides a bottom 
support for said component. 

5. In Re claim 2, Figure 8 of Greenfield discloses a base plate (40) that 
connects said one of said components to another one of said components in said 
assembly. 

6. In Re claim 3, Figures 2 and 4 of Greenfield disclose a sidewall extending 
downwardly (17a, 17b) around said top wall, said sidewall (17a, 17b) having a 
bottom edge with a raised edge region, said base plate (40) extending from 
beneath said one of said components past said raised edge region to the other 
one of the components in said assembly. 

7. In Re claim 4, Figures 2, 4, and 8 of Greenfield discloses an assembly of 
modular components including side by side components within said assembly, 
each of said side by side components having a resin construction, said resin 
construction of each of said components comprising a top wall (16) of the 
component, and a projection downwardly (17c) from the top wall (16), said 
assembly further including a base plate (40) which secures to the projections 
(17c) of the side by side components to connect them to one another. 
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8. In Re claim 5, Figures 2 and 4 of Greenfield disclose a sidewall (17a, 17b) 
extending downwardly around said top wall (16), said sidewall (17a, 17b) having 
a bottom edge with a raised edge region, said base plate (40) fitting through the 
raised edge regions of the sidewalls (17a, 17b) of the side by side components to 
connect the side by side components with one another. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

10. Claims 6-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Greenfield (US 5,392,571) in view of Hrovath et al. (WO/31290 A1). 

11. In Re claim 6, Figures 2, 4 and 8 of Greenfield teach a sidewall (17a, 17b) 
extending downwardly from said top wall (16) and surrounding a substantially 
hollow region covered by said top wall (16), said projection being located in said 
substantially hollow region. Greenfield, however, fails to mention the use of a 
replica stone member. Hrovath et al. teaches the use of a replica stone member 
on a resin construction component for decorative purposes. It would have been 
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obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to modify the 
assembly of Greenfield by including the replica stone member of Hrovath et al. in 
order to enhance the esthetic appeal of the assembly. 

12. In Re claim 7, Figure 4 of Greenfield discloses a top wall (16) that has an 
undersurface formed with a cellular network comprising a plurality of intersecting 
vertical walls which provide load support for said top wall and open pockets 
between said vertical walls. 

13. In Re claim 8, the combination of Greenfield and Hrovath et al. teaches an 
undersurface of said replica stone member and said base plate that include male 
and female interlocks for securing said base plate to said replica stone member. 

14. In Re claim 9, Figures 2, 4, and 8 of Greenfield disclose an undersurface 
of said replica stone member includes a plurality of downwardly projecting posts 
(17) to slideably engage the interlocks of said base plate (40). 

15. In Re claim 10, the combination of Greenfield and Hrovath et al. teaches a 
replica stone member that has a one piece molded construction. Examiner notes 
that "molded construction" is product-by-process language and therefore not 
considered limiting. 
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1 6. In Re claim 1 1 , the combination of Greenfield and Hrovath et al. teaches 
posts that are dispersed among several of said open pockets of said 
undersurface. 

17. In Re claim 12, Figure 10 of Greenfield discloses a base plate (46) that 
includes a plurality of upwardly projecting posts which are hollow and which slide 
over said downwardly projecting posts of said undersurface. 

18. In Re claim 13, Figures 2, 4, 8 and 10 of Greenfield discloses posts of said 
base plate including internal stops which locate against said posts of said 
undersurface, both said internal stops and said posts of said undersurface 
including screw ports (21, Column 5 Lines 13-16). Examiner notes that the 
remaining language of the claim is functional and therefore not considered a 
limiting element of the claim. 

19. In Re claim 14, Figures 2, 4, 8 and 10 of Greenfield along with the 
combination of Hrovath et al. teach a sidewall of said replica stone member that 
has a bottom edge with a raised edge region, said base plate further comprising 
a connector member for connecting attachments to said assembly, said base 
plate extending from said undersurface to a position exteriorly of said replica 
stone member through said raised edge region of sidewall. 
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20. In Re claim 15, Figures 2, 4, and 8 of Greenfield disclose a base plate (40) 
that has a top face which mates with said cellular network, said top face 
comprising at least one boss (41) which fits into one of the open pockets of the 
cellular network, said boss (41) being surrounded by recesses to receive the 
vertical walls around the pocket into which the boss is fitted. 



Conclusion 

Prior art made of record but not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hrovath et al. (US 6,925,764), Chen (US 5,630,300), 
Myers (US 5,283,996). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Anthony N. Bartosik whose telephone number 
is 571-270-3112. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00; 
E.D.T. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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